dope. Tell me just how he looked and Til report it
to the police at once. Or better still, you come with
me to the police station and tell just what hap-
pened. I'm very proud of the way you spoke up.
Weren't you a little afraid that the other boys
would laugh at you or think you were a sissy?"

"Well," said Ben, "I thought they might, but I
just knew there was something wrong about that
deal."

The policeman thanked Ben and his father.
"YouVe given us the facts we need to get this guy.
He is probably an addict himself."

"You mean he takes dope himself?"

"Yes,, and needs it so badly he will do anything
to get money to buy some more."

On the way home Ben thought, "I wonder why
he ever began such a bad habit." Ben talked about
it with his father.

"There's Uncle Tom trying to break the smoking
habit," Ben said. "And this man is trying to start
the kids in a habit that would be even worse."

"And there are other people who can't stop
drinking alcoholic beverages, once they've started,"
his father added.
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